Dedicated to preserving my wisdom for the ages 


REETINGS ONCE MORE, fellow bomb-throwers, and welcome to the twelfth highly penetrating, incisive and insightful issue 
of The Limbaugh Letter, the country’s fastest-growing political newsletter. A recent U.S. News & World Report cover story 
about me describes the nearly 350,000 of you who subscribe as “patriotic.” And so you no doubt are.,. though the writer 
employs the term tongue-in-cheek, as liberals are wont to do. He does not mention that you are also engaged, thinking indi- 


viduals in pursuit of excellence — while enjoying life. A truly dangerous mix. 


Though school is never out at the Limbaugh Institute for Advanced Conservative Studies, I have put together a back-to-school issue 
in honor of the fall season. On page 2 I introduce you to Jersey City Mayor Bret Schundler, who won a stunning electoral victory in a 
Democratic stronghold after campaigning on a school choice platform. Education is one of the fiercest cultural skirmishes currently 
being waged, and each of you needs to be informed about what is at stake. So sharpen your pencils, friends and fellow scholars, and 
get ready to join... 


THE BATTLE FoR AMERICAN SCHOOLS 


| T IS A SAD FACT, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, that those presently 


having declared “self-esteem” the ultimate goal of life, are successfully 
in control of public education in this country could not have 


coaxing thousands of American students into the crassest stupidity... 


inflicted more damage had they set out, 
with actual malice, to ruin it and thrust 
the next generation into a state of per- 
petual ignorance. 

SAT scores have dropped 75 points in 
30 years. By every measure — literacy, 
“numeracy,” or mathematical proficiency, 
mastery of rudimentary communication 
skills, analytical ability, job preparedness 
— students have regressed from the 
level of accomplishment of previous 
generations. The decline has been, in 
fact, precipitous, 

But oooh, the pupils fée/ good about 
themselves. Educational bureaucrats, 
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which the students have been raught to 
regard with pride, 

Thomas Sowell tells about a recent 
international study of 13-year-olds taking 
a standardized math exam. Korean stu- 
dents did best; then Japanese students, 
Americans were dead last. But when 
asked to assess their own performance, 
Koreans and Japanese voted themselves. 
way down on the list. American students 
were so pleased with their math ability 
they ranked themselves No. 1. 

In the last twenty-five years, an insidious 
revolution has occurred behind school- 
house doors, Public education, once an 


continued on page 11 
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Last November, when Repub- 
lican Bret Schundler was 
elected Mayor of Jersey 
City, The Wall Street 


Bret 


and in the best interests of their friends. 


Rush: Now that's the salient point: poor chil- 
dren. The school voucher idea, parental choice, is 
aimed at seeing to it that poor children have as 


fournal ran an editorial 4 5 
Jone “Earthquake!” much access to quality education as the children of 
hquake! ° 
ee « uU n e I eel eaNcaan ppanen ae nance cee ancl eee 
Schundler is someone 


to watch, my friends, 
especially as a key player 
im the battle for schoal choice 


Rush: One of the things that fascinates 
me is you ran Gary Hart's New Jersey 
campaign in 1984, and then seven 
years later became a Republican. I 
always love to ask former Democrats 
who've become Republicans: Why? 

What was the catalysi? 


Schundler: | saw Hart as try- 
ing to change the Democratic 
Party, make it more responsive 
to people rather than special interests. Over 

ume, I became less hopeful that this Demo- 
cratic Party had any interest in becoming 
more responsive. But what I saw happening 
in the Republican Party attracted me — 


Rush: — In 1991! This was supposedly when the 
Republican Party was down and out, having sacrificed 
the legacy of 
Reagan. And 
that’s when you 
found ir attractive 







Schundler: People like 
Jack Kemp and Newt 
Gingrich were talking about 
the need for a pro-active 
Republican Party, a Party chat 
commits itself to addressing problems, for instance, in 
the cities. Other Republicans have always cared about 
the problems in the cities. But some have advised 
thar we should just stop doing what the Democrats 
have been doing, 


Which may not be a bad recommendation when it 
comes to the welfare programs that breed dependence. 
Simply stopping those programs might be a good thing. 
Bur it’s important to have a positive alternative. When you 
talk about something like school vouchers, you are accepting the 
responsibility to marshal public resources so that poor children can 
have the opportunity to get a good education. You're saying the money 
won't be controlled by politicians, who may want to spend it on themselves 








Rush: You have carved out a dangerous place for 
yourself — you're empowering dependants 
Ce) UTM Telit ete ee Lg 

the National Education Association would 
be hell-bent on stopping you. 


something that leaves the poor out, Why do you 
think it accomplishes the opposite? 


Schundler: It's funny thac Clinton — and others who 
call vouchers elitist because they allow children to go to 
private school — sends his daughter to private school. 
Ted Kennedy and many in the vanguard of the ant- 
voucher effort send their children ro private school. 


Rush: Judy Woodruff and Al Hunt's kids go to school 
with Chelsea 





Schundler: The public schools today are under a stran- 
gle hold. The many good teachers in the public schools 
are not allowed to exert real authority in their classrooms 
because all sorts of rules have been imposed by politicians. 
Teachers should have authority co run their classrooms to 
the best of their ability, and parents should be able to evaluate the job che 
teacher and school are doing and decide whether they're cutting the mus- 
tard. School choice creates national accountability and a national orienta- 
tion toward performance — because if the school is not doing the job, the 
parent can go somewhere else. 


That kind of competition is inherent in everything else we do. The belief in 
people having power over their lives is 
fundamental to America. Suppose a 
politician told you: “A lot of people are 
uneducated. A lot of people are poor. 
A lot of people use drugs. These people 
don't know what's good for them. So 
we're going to get rid of elections 
We're just going to have honest, good 
politicians decide what's good for 

you.” We'd never accept that. Yet that’s exactly what we 
let chem tell us with regard to the education of our children. 


Rush: I agree with you on the self-determinism and self-reliance of indi- 
viduals with regard co the education system. If you had to stake out a posi- 
tion, would you argue this approach economically as well? 





Schundler: There are rights and responsibilities we want to ensure for all 
Americans. I think we do want to create a climate of opportunity for every 
child — even a child born to a crack-addicted, homeless woman. Providing 
an education through vouchers for that child will cost taxpayers dollars. 


Bur there has to be a balance as you provide economic benefits such as 
housing, food stamps, and the like, That balance should be workfare, as 
opposed to welfare. It doesn’t help someone to let him just be a taker, 
Workfare helps people realize they can be productive, that they can con- 
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tribute. By instituting a workfare requirement, | think we elevate the spicits 
of those who need help. And if someone's able, bur not willing to work, in 
my book we shouldn't give him any benefits. 


Rush: Amen, Now, you were elected with 68 percent of the vote in a city 
of 230,000 with a 65 percent minority population — 55 percent Hispanic 
and African American, You're 34, a Harvard graduate, a former Wall Street 
investment counselor. Jersey City has only 6 percent registered Republi- 
cans, and you are the first Republican Mayor since 1917. You have cut 270 
municipal jobs through attrition. You've cut taxes, You've put 100 desk- 
bound cops on the beat. This is not supposed to be able to happen any- 
where — least right across the river from Manhattan. How in the world did 
you win? And did you campaign on this school voucher reform? 


Schundler: Yes. We did campaign on all these things. 


Rush: You know why this 1s important? Because our institutions and the 
media are controlled by people who put forth the notion that what you've 
done ts not possible So your achievement should inspire a whole lot of 
other people not to give up. 


Schundler: Thar’s precisely right. This city ts a very ethnic, immigrant 
city here on the footsteps of Ellis Island. It’s also a 
with 70 percent Democratic registration. Per capita income 1s $10,000, 


ry Democratic city, 





which also suggests it's a very poor city. This means Jersey City is a place 
where a lot of people are struggling. And when you talk to people who are 
struggling, you find the 
benevolence of politicians than just about anybody. If you go to a lot of 
housing projects in America, you will be scandalized by the conditions 
You'll see graffiti on the walls, Broken fixtures. You'll see drug dealing 
going on all day long in the open, as if it’s not even illegal. You'll see glass 
in the children’s play area, where they should be able to play free of danger. 


re more jaded and more skeptical about the 





This is the reality of life. So when a politician comes in and says: “I'm 
going to take care of all your problems,” people will not believe him, 
because'they've heard these promises before. You get different response, 
though, if you say: “You're right. Politicians don’t really care about your 
concerns, they're concerned with 
Number One. I think the solution is to 
put the power your own hands.” 







We're spending $9,000 per child now in 
our public schools, and two-thirds of our children in 
Jersey City aren’t graduating from public high school 


Rush: Nine thousand dollars a year? 
Schundler: Per student. 
Rush: How many in a classroom? 


Schundler: As many as 37 kids, So we're spending $340,000 for some 
classrooms. 


Rush: Gee whiz, you could limo these kids to school! You could take 
them to lunch at ‘21.’ You could buy them all Macintosh computers and 
sill havetmoriey lef aver 


Schundler: Exactly. So when | speak to parents in a public housing pro- 
ject, they don’t need to be convinced they're being ripped off. They already 
know it. So I say to them: “How about if you decided which school your 
child should go to? How about if you decided where you wanted to live? 
And instead of building this expensive housing project, where the quality of 
life is not good, how about if a housing voucher put you in control? You 
are seeing so little benefit from all this money we re spending on you. The 
politicians are getting benefits. We've got control of an enormous number 
of patronage jobs, and our friends are really happy. We're getting re-elect- 
ed. All the vested interests are doing great. But you aren’t getting any help, 
and taxpayer money is being lost.” I’m not after them to trust me or any 
politician. Money is power, and I'm explaining a way to put control over 
resources, through vouchers, in their hands. 


Rush: You know what's amazing about this to me? What you're really say- 
ing — which 1s why some politicians don’t have the guts to do it — when 





Schundler: The NEA is fighting me viciously. They 
Tanase UL a ola eee 
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over America’s schools. 


you make a speech like this is: “The responsibility for tak- 
ing the right action is yours. We're going to voucher you 
the money. But you must make the right decisions 

with it.” How do they respond to the need to 
demonstrate this responsibility? 


Schundler: Fact is, people wha live in a hous- 
Ing project are like everybody else. Bur that’s not 
the way politicians closeted in the halls of 
Congress necessarily think of America’s under- 
class. A lot of politicians think of the underclass as 
fundamentally different from themselves. So they 
would never even think abour going to a housing project 
and talking to people, one person respecting another 
person, They speak to their “leaders.” They expect these 
leaders to be intermediaries, because they suspect those 


in the underclass can’t talk rationally; an underclass 





person doesn’t have a mind, doesn’t have a soul 


Rush: Jack Kemp, who you've referenced, has 
gone into these places himself, as you have. 










Schundler: Yes. And that’s why I went to the 
Republican Party. I saw people who weren't 

n the top will work through 
here are incredible num- 


just saying, “We 








representatives 
bers of very powerful, organized interest 
groups saying they're speaking for every- 
body, The head of these Oreagieatieniare 
alliliving fine, Buc forallithe money: we're 
spending, we keep on secing more misery and 
distress among the people they say they're helping. 





I don't have to go through an intermediary to talk to 
somebody. He’s not going to perceive me as some for- 
cign person from another planer, I figure I’m going 

to talk ro him, 

and he’s going to 
relate to me as a human 
being with some ideas. I 
say, “I think for the 
money we're spending, ‘ei 
you should be able to find S 
better housing yourself. 
think for the money we're spending on your rs 
children’s education, you should be able to 
choose the best schools available.” And they respond: 
“You're the first guy who sees my situation instead of 
wanting to use me for your own purposes.” 





In exchange for these benefits I'm very direct inesye 
ing we have to implement workfare instead of wel- 
fare. And that's fine. Because people are looking far 
jobs. They're not looking for welfare. 


Rush: Absolutely true. 


Schundler: One of the things we're trying to implement here is 

America Works, a for-profit private employment agency, They work 

with mothers on welfare, hooking them up with jobs with private compa- 
nies. After six months, if the woman is still ac work, America Works gets 
paid a $5,000 commission by the state. No one pays the company to “take” 
these women, The company has no incentive to hire the woman other than 
the fact she is right for them and is a good worker She has no incentive to 
take the job, except for the fact that she wants it. We spend three times that 
$5,000 in toral welfare support over the course of a year. So if we pay this 
for-profit company to find these women jobs, and they're successful, we 
will save $10,000 in welfare costs thar first year, and in the future we'll save 
all $15,000. There's no ongoing cost once the woman has found a job, 


Rush: Do you believe poverty causes crime? 








Schundler: No. | think we have an obligation to give people opportuni- 
ties so poverty need not be a static condition of their lives. But I don’t 
think poverty causes crime. It's the lack of values. 


Rush: You know, you have really carved out a dangerous place for your- 
self You're empowering dependents of the political class in America. You 
are doing it, in some cases, with the private sector being involved and prof- 
iting. You are lessening the need in people's lives for government services. | 
would think the National Education Association would be after you, hook, 
line and sinker, and hell-bent on stopping you 


Schundler: They certainly are. They come into Jersey City saying: 
“Mayor Schundler is going to destroy the public school system.” But 
they're talking about a system in which, though we spend a lor of money, 
two-thirds of our children don’t graduate high school. 


Rush: So whar's to destroy? 


Schundler: Exactly. And people respond: “You're 
saying Mayor Schundler is bad because he wants to 
give me control over resources? Who the heck are you? 
What's so bad about that?” The NEA’s arguments do 
not resonate. What does resonate is that for the first 
time someone wants to give them control over their 
lives. Nobody's arguing with me on that. 


Rush: There's a big school choice initiative on the 
ballot this November in California; Bill Bennett is 
spending a lot of time out there stumping for it. Have 
you been contacted for advice? 


Schundler: The California Republican party has 
asked me to be a keynote speaker at one of their events 
in September. I'll be discussing what I think is the his- 
toric opportunity they have to vote for a voucher pro- 
gram. There's no doubt the NEA will be pouring 
resources into California to misrepresent the impact of 
vouchers and to defeat the referendum. The NEA is going to fight the idea 
because it represents a fundamental shift in power. 


Rush: Exactly, Bue what can parents do? If they like what they hear abour 
school choice and vouchers, what would you advise them to do to over- 
come the opposition in their districts? 


Schundler; | honestly think parents should view opposition to vouchers 
as tantamount to opposition to the vote. I would never vote for a candidate 
who said: “I don’t think people are very smart; they shouldn't have the 
yore. I think we should get a really good group in charge, and we should 
just eliminate voting.” Who would support that? Parents should look at 
education the same way. I don’t think they should vote for someone who 
believes the politicians should control all our tax dollars, and we, the peo- 
ple, shouldn't have any say over how our children are educated. 


Rush: Bill Buckley recently told me: “I will never understand, as long as I 
live, why parents think Congress is better able to raise their children than 
they are.” This parallels what you're saying. That's a great argument you 
have, to compare it to the vote, Because Buckley's right. There are a lot of 
people who think some bureaucrat is far better able ro decide what to teach 
their kids than they themselves are 


Schundler: Not everyone knows the answer to every problem. But 
everyone knows that things aren't going well. So sometimes things have to 
get real bad before people finally say: Hey! we're willing co stand up and 
demand a change. 

Rush: Are we at that poin? 


Schundler: Jersey City was. And Jersey City is about the most unlikely 
place for a Republican like me ever to be elected. So, my experience 
demonstrates that when things get really bad, people will support very sig- 
nificant change. 


Rush: Do you have cnough faith in the American people thar if given 
control over what happens to them in many areas thar are naw controlled 


If we get school 

vouchers, we can 
punch a hole in 

the dike holding 
back opportunity 
for Americans. As 
the water begins 
to pour through, 
it will break the 

whole wall. 


by government, most people are going to respond favorably? 


Schundler: | think it is a fundamental aspect of human nature that peo- 
ple look out for their own self-interest. If you want to prove this, just look 
at what politicians do all the time. We should think to ourselves: if I had 
the opportunity to look out for the best for my child, I definitely would. So 
will someone in a housing project. You put power in people's hands, and 
they will be able to find better opportunities for themselves 


Rush: You're 34. You have the wisdom of far more years. Do you have 
any aspirations beyond Mayor of Jersey City? 


Schundler: | honestly chink a Congressman has less ability to shape his- 

tory than a mayor of a city like Jersey City does. I am an executive branch 

official, not just a representative. I can actually get things done — particu- 

ladydeV havea Goremor who wants towarowichime,and Lantcrpare that 
being the case. 


Jersey City has lots of problems. I think those prob- 
lems are solvable. I think we can implement changes 
thar will clearly better people's lives, Jersey City can 
therefore become a truc light to urban America. I 
think we can achieve history here. For example, I 
think within the next year we will haye school youch- 
ers, There is a proposal I've drafted for a pilot project. 
It’s not as ambitious as some efforts, which propose 
school vouchers statewide. It's just targeting Jersey 
City. It wouldn't cost a dollar beyond what is being 
spent today 


If we get school vouchers here, and I think we will, I 
believe it will be the most significant legislation passed 
since the Civil Rights Act. The Civil Rights Act 
enfranchised people with political power. This will 
enfranchise people with educational opportunity — 
which today is a requirement for economic opportuni- 
ty. So I see the chance to make history. Here in this 
one location, we can punch a hole in the dike that is holding back opportu- 
nity for Americans. As the water begins to pour through, it will break the 
whole wall. 


And that’s why the NEA is fighting me so viciously on this issue. It's not 
because they feel that this one small experiment in this one small city is a 
problem. They don't fear an experiment that will fail. They fear that the 
experiment will work, and that everyone else will then want school youch- 
ers, and they will lose their dictatorial control over America’s schools. 


Rush: Precisely. And if the NEA had focused itself on educating children 
properly and well and having performance standards for teachers, so they 
couldn't hide behind incompetence by lack of testing, then what you want 
to do wouldn't be a threat. 


Schundler: Truc. But of course, that's like saying that if King George III 
really cared about the colonists, it would have been better to stay a monar- 
chy. King George Ill protected his own interests, not those of the colonists. 
The NEA's job is to fight for the best package they can get for the teachers, 
not to worry about accountability. They are a union and their job is to 
fight for their union members’ interests. It’s the politician's job to fight for 
the people, and we are the ones who should be held accountable for the 
problems. I have no problem with the NEA. I have a problem with the 
politicians who give in to them instead of looking out for the interests of 
the people who elected them. 


Rush: An important point to make. And with that, I'm not going to press 
you on your aspirations. Bur Mayor, when you succeed in making history 
in Jersey City, there are going to be national pressures for you to expand 
your horizons, And I may be among the loudest voices you hear. 


One of the things I enjoy most about my newsletter is introducing readers to 
those on the political cutting edge. My friends, constder yourselves introduced to 
Mayor Bret Schundler .. whose ideas, | am convinced, will help define the way 
this country confronts urban problems in the years to come. 
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Many people say | need to be balanced with equal time. Not so — | AM... 


ual Time 


A sampling of my genius, to be widely quoted and disseminated 
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Secret Weapon 


Two years ago I offered a plan to insure that America will stay competi- 
tive: Export Liberalism. It gives our foreign competitors the same business 
and social headaches we have, creating a level playing field. Now there is 
more evidence my plan is working: 

From Montreal, Canada: Three men posing as “blind bunnies” were 
arrested after handcuffing themselves to the doors of L’Oréal, the beauty 
products company. The men, dressed in rabbit suits with dark glasses and 
white canes, were protesting the use of animals in cosmetic tests, About a 
dozen or so protesters joined the stupid blind bunny protest, indicating, my 
friends, that the animal rights wackos have invaded Canada. 

In Sydney, Australia, Dr. David Weedon, Vice President of the 
Australian Medical Association, predicts chat children born with inherited 
birth defects will soon be able to sue their parents and doctors. He bases his 
prediction on medicine’s success in pinpointing diseases caused by defective 
genes. Dr. Weedon says: “This will open the way co legal redress against 
parents who pass on faulty genes.” Great — what a nightmare! 

Ac this rate, all our competitors will be so bogged down in the endless 
squabbles that liberalism inevitably brings that we will be able to outma- 
neuver them. After all, we have years of practice. 











Gun Control 


Hours after multimillionaire Senator Barbara Boxer delivered an impas- 
sioned plea for tighter gun control laws on the Senate floor, San Francisco 
authorities revealed they had arrested one of her receptionists on weapons 
charges. (One of her receptionists? How many does she have?) 33-year-old 
Roger Calderon was arrested in Senator Boxer's office after police received 

a tip from the FBI. Calderon was packing a 9-millimeter handgun and a 
clip of 15 rounds of ammunition, This, my friends, is nor young Roger's 
first offense. In 1984 he was handed a two-year suspended sentence for 
public possession of a loaded handgun. How can this be??? You mean 
Barbara Boxer hired a known gun felon?? 

Police took the beleaguered receptionist to San Francisco General for a 
psychiatric evaluation and then on to the county jail. A police spokesman 
said Calderon “gave every indication thar this was for self-protection.” 

The receptionist is reported to have told police he was connected with 
the CIA and had been conducting research on UFOs. 

Another reason that I never, ever take calls from people who want to talk 
about UFOs... and why you should never, ever, ever trust a draft dodger, 











Keep Out 


Several barkeepers in the 
Chicago suburbs of Calumet City 
and Burnham are asking for a zoning 
change to keep the Christ Com- 
munity Church from moving into 
their neighborhood. Johnny Vasos, 
owner of the Contempest Lounge, 
says the street the church chose has 
always been a business street, and 
thar the bar owners would prefer 
that it be kept a business street. 
The bar owners claim that allowing 
a church to move into the middle 
of a commercial strip — with such 
fine establishments as the Grape- 
vine Lounge and the Little Brown 
Jug — would “destroy the ambience 
of the area.” 

Imagine that — bar owners 
finding unity of purpose, working 
together, Truly an inspiration. 


Slashed and Burned 


In a recent New York Times 
science section appeared a true gem, 
titled; “Rain Forest Seen as Shaped 
by Human Hand.” The article 
details how the jungles of the world 
— I call them what they are, jungles, 
not “rainforests” — are not, as you 
have been led to believe, pristine 
places untouched and unchanged 
by man for millennia. Instead, the 
Times reports, scientists have found 
evidence that these jungles were 
used by humans throughout history. 
I quote Dr. Buck Sanford, an 
ecologist at the University of Denver: 
“Almost everywhere we go in Latin 
America and Asia and Africa, we 
find charcoal buried in the soil. 
People have in one way or another 
cut and burned almost every place 
in the tropics.” Other scientists point 
to “slash and burn agriculture” as 
far back as 1200 years ago... right 
up till 300 years ago. And the jungle 
grows back! Friends, this is something 
T've been telling you for years. 

The New York Times might want 
to look into changing its slogan from 
“All the News That's Fit to Print” to 
a two-word motto: “Dittos, Rush.” 
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Spacey 

From time to time I discuss 
science; and whenever I do, hate 
mail pours in from members of 
the scientific community who 
are affronted that a non-scientist 
would dare question those who 
are supposedly learned in such 
matters. Well I’m about to talk 
about a scientist, so those of 
you in the field, prepare to 
become upset. 

Professor Nikolai Agajanyan, 
veteran of the former Soviet 
Union's space program, recently 
declared that our world is too 
polluted and too populated. 
This condition can only be 
remedied if billions of us move 
into space, he says, returning, 
to earth only for vacations. I 
quote the learned professor: 
“Mankind should live in space 
and the earth should rest. You 
could rerurn to earth and visit 
where your parents came from.” 

The Russian scientist explains 
thar babies could safely be con- 
ceived and born in space, some- 
thing we know since several 
gencrations of animals have 
been bred in zero gravity, He 
adds that heart disease and 
varicose yeins could be treated 
more effectively in space. Right 

This may upset you scientists, 
but I muse tell you: this guy is 
a nutburger. A certified kook. 
Loony-toons, There is no scientif- 
ic or intellectual basis for such 
a stupid theory, There! Send in 
the mail! 
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Earth Last 


Earth First! is a roublesome bunch. For years I've been chronicling 


the exploits of these environmental wackos as they've plagued bust- 
nesses and normal hard-working people with all sorts of silly protests 
Here's yet another example of the pathetic nature of these alleged 
nature lovers, who recently camped out in Grangeville, Idaho to 
protest the building of logging roads. 

A Grangeville health department official cited Earth First! for vio- 
lating the state code for waste disposal. Earth First!, you see, didnt 
comply with regulations concerning the disposal of human waste and 
“prey water” from washing dishes, Folks, they just dumped their 
sewage on the ground! The health agent, Don Sokolowski, wrote to 
the group: “After visiting the camp it was all but apparent to me thar 
your campsite shows no real concern for the earth first — or, for that 
matter, in the top five of six.” 

Describing the campsite, the agent said: “There was trash in quite a 
few places, and there was generally a rundown appearance of the 
camp... The people are not clean. They don’t wash... They really 
smell.” And that, my friends, just about says it all 





Nice Nukes 


Following the rules, we all agree, is a good thing, ‘Teaching rules is one way we pass our values from one generi- 
tion to the next. Sometimes, however, liberals come up with the rules... and then we can see illustrated clearly the 
absurdity of the liberal agenda. Take, for example, the Environmental Protection Agency 

rule that will force the country to rid itself of all 


chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs) by 1996 — “to protect 
the ozone layer”... which humans couldn't destroy 
even if we wanted to. Typical liberal do-good-ism: 


pain with no gain, 


The U.S. Air Force must comply with the EPA rule, 
and asa result the world will have its first “environmen- 


tally friendly” nuclear bomb 


CFCs are used in the cooling systems of our nukes, 
you see, and it just wouldn't do to damage the ozone 
layer while the nukes visit nuclear annihilation on the 


world. Oh, nooo. 


While the EPA concedes that the implementation of the 
CFC ban seems “ironic” under the circumstanets, they won't 
offer the Air Force an exception, If ir’: good for refrigerators 
or your car's air conditioner, it’s goae| for nuclear bombs 
After all, my friends, rules are rules! ; 


stupid liberal rules! 









hen they are 





Litigating Sex 

Jane E. Larson, law professor 
at Northwestern University 
School of Lavy, has concocted a 
solution to a problem I'll bet you 
didn't even know we had. “sexual 
fraud,” Ms. Larson says that laws 
permit “more predatory behavior 
in the sexual markerplace than 
we do in the business world. 
You can do things to get people 
to consent to sex that you cannot 
” Guess 





do to get their mone 
what? There are no laws which 

directly regulate the promises and 
declarations people make to cach 


other in the heat of passion! 





Larson recommends that 
judges adopt a completely new 
legal theory to cover “sexual 
fraud” — defined by the pro- 
fessor in a recent issue of Colum- 
bia University’s law review as 
“an act of intentional, harmful 
misrepresentation made for the 
purpose of gaining another's 
consent to sexual relations.” 

Can you im 
“Your Honor, s, sobbing, 
“he promised me he would be 
gentle He promised he would 
call. He promised he would always 
love me... Your Honor, | need at 
lease ten million dollars to assuage 
my pain and suffering.” 

Sexual fraud — another 
weapon in the arsenal of liberals 
who profit from attempts to 
alter normal human behavior. 


ne the lawsuits? 






she s 





Going Ape 

As grief-stricken as many of us 
were at the loss of Mrithi last year, 
now we must cope with Oscar's 
departure to that big banana patch 
in the sky. Oscar, a 425-pound sil- 
verback gorilla who resided at the 
Columbus Zoo in Ohio, died at 
age 23 of an apparent heart attack. 

Ar 8 a.m, Oscar was anesthe- 
uzed, then taken to the z00's 
health center for a physical. After 
a TB test, a dental exam, and a 
checkup, he was returned home 
about 10:30 am, Zookeepers soon 
noticed his breathing was irregular 
and summoned the doctor, who 
performed CPR and administered 
a heart stimulant... to no avail 
Oscar died with dignity. His final 
hours are a testament to the care 
we afford those creatures who 
provide us with hours of joy, as we 
eaceh theo held aeainen their 
wishes far from their jungle home. 





STUPID QUOTES OF THE MONTH 


“I don't like taxes any more than you do.” 
— BILL CuNTON, AUG. 3, 1993, OVAL OFFICE ADDRESS 
TO THE NATION BEFORE FINAL BUDGET VOTE 
Ob, really? Could have fooled me, 


“Reagan Curse on Clinton: President's Struggle on Budget Bill 
Reflects Skepticism on Government fostered in 80s.” 
— FRONT-PAGE HEADLINE IN NeW YORK TIMES 
We should have known, folks — IT'S REAGAN'S FAULT. 


“I wish he'd punish people more.” 

— SEN. JAY ROCKEFELLER (D., VA.), CRITICIZING SENATE 
Majority LEADER GEORGE MITCHELL FOR HIS METHODS OF 
DEALING WITH RECALCITRANT DEMOCRATS ON THE BUDGET 

DEAL, QUOTED IN THE WALL STREET JOURNAL 
He and his cohorts are punishing the whole 
country — isn't that enough? 


“It’s the economy, stupid.” 
— CAROL MOSELEY-BRAUN, AT A BUSINESS CONFERENCE IN CHICAGO, 
WHILE LOOKING DIRECTLY AT BILL CLINTON, AP 
Bingo. 
“This has already been a little bit of fun for me: 

I never thought I'd see Carol Moseley-Braun blush.” 
— BILL CLINTON, IN RESPONSE, AP 

Be careful, Mr, President! You're speaking to the first 
descendent of slaves in the Senate! 

“How do you make New York attractive? By keeping taxes 
low, by keeping sales taxes low. State taxes are going down 
and will continue to go down.” 

— Mario CUOMO, AT NEWS CONFERENCE UNVEILING A 
MARKETING CAMPAIGN TO PREVENT BUSINESS FROM LEAVING 
THE STATE, QUOTED IN NeW York Pos 

He thinks taxes in New York are low? Geez, this is 
worse than I thought. 
“There is nothing like getting back to the people.” 

— Bupcer Director LEON PANETTA, SMILING, FOLLOWING 45 
MINUTES OF VERBAL ATTACKS BY AN ANGRY CROWD AT THE PIKESVILLE 
(MD) SENIOR CENTER BEFORE PASSAGE OF CLINTON'S TAX BILL, 
QUOTED IN THE BALTIMORE SUN 
Ie is apparent, Sir, that you do not sufficiently feel the ‘peoples pain. 
“[ believe, with Churchill, that naps are a restorative.” 

— HILLARY CLINTON, QUOTED IN Lab/és' HOME JOURNAL 

Wait a minute. Is she sleeping with the dead, too? 
“This lunacy produces bulimia, anorexia and suicide. It is what 
sends battered girlfriends back to men who then become bartering 
husbands. It’s why women go to doctors who cut up their bodies in 
an effort to keep them prettier longer... It's not only women who 
suffer. What about little boys who try to fill the role of thar prince? 
They become threatened, angry, resentful men.” 
— COLUMNIST SUSAN D. Haas, ALLENTOWN (PA) MORNING CALL, 
IN RESPONSE TO THE RE-RELEASE OF WALT DISNEY'S “LAZY AND 
IRRESPONSIBLE” FILM, “SNOW WHITE” we 
Shall we put you down as Grumpy? Or just Dopey? 

“J equate the maleness of God with domestic violence, battered 
wives and child abuse. As long as every seven seconds a woman is 
battered or raped in this country, we have to deal with this.” 
— Rey. PaTsY MOORE, WOMEN’S RELIGIOUS STUDIES TEACHER 
AT NEBRASKA WESLEYAN UNIVERSITY, QUOTED IN 
LINCOLN (NEB.) JOURNAL-STAR 
Come, come, ladies, lets get our stories straight. Whose fault is tr? 
God's — or Snow Whites? 

















Spud Control 


Whar state is on the cutting edge of cultural weirdness? You're right. . 
California. The left coast. So you won't be surprised by this news from 
Martinez, Calif., where the latest technological advance in modern weapon- 
ry has occurred. 

Police report that the “spud gun” has found its way co the streets of 
California. Ir is a homemade weapon that shoots raw potatoes at speeds of 
up to 1000 feet per second. Folks, I don't make this stuff up. But don't 
laugh. Police officer Mike Marchiano says that if a Aying potato “hit some- 
one in the head it would break their skull. IFir hit someone over the heart, 
it would crush the tissue. It would be like taking a sledgehammer to it.” In 
fact, when the Spud Gun was tested at an auto salvage yard, the flying pora- 
to shattered a windshield and dented a car. 

My friends, what we need here is leadership. I propose a seven-day wait- 
ing period on every single porato targeted for purchase in California. The 
sale should only be consummated once the buyer has passed a psychological 
test to demonstrate his ability ro use potatoes safely. Further, the state 

should provide stringent licensing and registration of all poratoes. Potato 
control is the only way to stop this menace to society. 

It’s nor going to be easy, The porato-head lobby will oppose potato con- 
trol every step of the way — and they've got lobbying money by the bushel. 
But remember, folks: Guns don'c kill... potatoes do. 


POTATO II 


THE STORY OF GOOD FOOD GONE BAD... 





Garbage 


We keep hearing we ought to To order The Limbaugh Letter: 
emulate the Europeans, and recycle LROO 7S, yal 
everything. In fact, Sen. Max Show Line: 1-800-282-2882 
Baucus is planning to introduce Fa 1-212-563-9166 
new recycling legislation patterned Comment Line: 1-900-884-RUSH 
after Germany's, If we do, we're (7874) ($.99/minute) 
going to find ourselves in the mess Poll Se eran 
they're in. Note the headlines from i nyt ee 
The European: “Clean Europe Sinks |) Mestandiaes 1-BURSTE a 
Under Piles of Trash.” A year ago Videotapes: 1-800-622-RUSH 
Germany imposed strict recycling Rush's CompuServe umber: 
laws and now hundreds of thou- 70277 2502 
sands of tons of garbage are piling For change of address, back issues of 
up in Germany with nowhere to go. The Limbaugh Letter, 
What do European environmental- ($3.00 per issue), or customer vervice 
ist wackos say? The recycling law problems, please write ro: 


wasn't strict enough. 

So when the Democrats come up 
with their version of the German 
recycling plan, you've been warned. 
And you should cell them where to 
stick it: right in the garbage, where : 
it belongs. s0 SF aR ant 











Rush News 


MIDDLE EAST TOUR 

EIB ts no longer just a network, my friends. It is now the State, of EIB 
And I as Head of State am making world tours on behalf'of'yau, myjaudi- 
ence. In July I was privileged to spend several days in Israel. No matrer 
what your beliefs, visiting Israel is one of the most meaningful things you 
can do. I was profoundly affected by this trip, and by what I learned. 

I met with the executive editor of 
The Jerusalem Post. Then | was received 
at the office of Prime Minister Itzak 
Rabin, who visited with me for 45 min- 
utes, discussing a wide range of issues 
including the peace process. And, natu- 
rally, 1 presented him with a great cigar 
—a pre-Castro Montecristo. I also met 
n ; with the former Prime Minister, now 
= Foreign Minister Shimon Peres... who 
decried the Reagan-Bush tax cuts! But 
he was gracious as he could be, erudite and suave. I later met with Ben- 
jamin Netanyahu, leader of the more conservative Likud Party, who is 
determined to be the next Prime Minister, and who differs with Rabin on 
policy, (I highly recommend his book: A Place Among the Nations). General 
Ariel Sharon, Israel's top soldier, gave me a three-hour personal guided tour. 
And Tank Commander Limbaugh gor to ride — in uniform — in the latest 
Israeli tank! By the way, folks. Despite what you have been told about the 
Israeli army, women do mot serve in combat; they haven't since 1948. 

I went to Yad Veshem, the Holocaust memorial in Jerusalem. It was a 
most moving, sobering visit. The children’s memorial is heart-wrenching. 

I visited the Garden Tomb, where many Christians believe Christ was 
buried. I traveled the Via de la Rosa, the route it is said Christ took on his 
way to the cross. I saw the Temple Mount. The Rock of the Dome. The 


\tzak Rabin consults Rush 
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Dennls DeConcini Joseph Lieberman 


Democrat — Connecticut 


Democrat - Arizona 


I have catalogued the sad chapter known as the Clinton Budget. The Pres- 
ident claims: “The plan is fair. It’s balanced. And it will work.” Uncrue. It is 
the largest tax hit in history. Its retroactivity flies in the face of the Constitu- 
tion. It will hurt the country, I quote Rep. James Traficant (D, OH), who 
voted “Nay”: “There will be a reduction in taxes for many middle income 
people — because they will lose their jobs and they will pay no taxes.” If only 
Marjorie Margolies-Mazvinsky (D,PA) and Pat Williams (D, MT), who cast 
the deciding votes in the House, had agreed. Any of the 218 Representatives 
or the 50 Senators who voted “Yea” could have changed the outcome.., but 
several Senators “wavered” until the end. Those pictured could haye stopped 
the bill dead by voting against it. They chose, instead, to vote against you. 








Herb Kohl 
Democrat — Wisconsin 


Church of the Holy Sepulchre. I visited archeological excavations of the 
site of Jesus's first ministry. I prayed at the Western Wall in the Old City 
of Jerusalem. I was given a private tour of the the Dead Sea Scrolls exhibit 
at the Israel Museum. The discovery of the Scrolls had been vitally impor- 
tant to my father, who was a dedicated student of the Bible. 

There is just no experience akin to walking in the Holy Land... knowing 
you are touching the same dust, the same soil, the same rocks that bore 
silent witness to so many of the world’s most momentous events through- 
out thousands of years of history. I didn’t expect to be as affected by it as I 
was, and I am drawn to return someday. 


BOOK REPORT 

This month marks a significant anniversary, my 
friends. As of Sept. 20, The Way Things Ought to Be 
(Pocket Books) will have been on the New York 
Times Bestseller List for an entire year. And it is still 
the fastest-selling hardcover nonfiction book in 
history. But now I have a competitor: me. The 
paperback version of The Way Things Ought to Be, 
which will be out in early September, has a phe- 
nomenal 1.65 million-copy first printing, and 
orders from bookstores have been more than triple 
the norm, even for bestsellers, Excitement is also 
building for my second tome, See, J Told You So 
(Pocket Books), which will be given an initial printing in excess of one mil- 
lion copies. The anticipated sales are so enormous that the publisher cannot 
manufacture floor display stands big enough, and has opted for a huge ban- 
ner bookstores can hang over tables heaped with copies of the forthcoming 
bestseller. A worthy cause for the sacrifice and pulping of entire forests 
across the fruited plain. 
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Dianne Feinstein 
Democrat - California 


Bob Kerrey 
Democrat ~ Nebraska 


Deniel Akko tH D Mas Baccus 7 D Joneph Biden 06 D jeff Robert Beanert U1 R Christopher Bond sr R Davie Boren cv De 
Bimgaman wit D Barbara Boxer cx D Bill Beadicy 9 D Joba Hank Brown cxr R Richard thryan hy D Conrad Burns ser RB 
Beetus 1A D Robert Byrd ev D Dale Bampers ax Dea Jaha Chafee ts R Dan Coars tw R Thad Cochran 51 R 
Nighhore Campbell (19 D Deno OcCimini az D Kzoe Camera Witlizon Cohen ste Re Paul Coverdell x R Larry Craig 1 R 
xO D Themat Daschle s01 D Cheixopber Ded cr D Byrod Alfonse DAmato ‘7 R John Danforth mcr R Boh Dale sR 
Deegan 0 D James Eaoa st D fans Feingold 1 D Dianne feve Doewnici nat R Dave Dorenberper as R Lauch Pairlodh 
Feinseein ca D Wendell Ford xy D Joka Glenn 01) D Bob  Rslate Gorsa v4 R ful Gramm 10 R Charles Graaley 1x R 
Graham 11 D Tora Hackin 14 D Howard Hetlia at D Emex Judd Gregg St R Orin Hatch or R Mark Hatfield on R 
Hollings xc: D Daniel looaye 11 D Ted Kennedy 1s D Bob Jene Helos ss R Kay Bacy Hoschinon 1 R James fffonds v1 R. 
Kermey sr D fot Kerry a D Herb Kable D Patrick Lahy VF Dennett Jbeaton 14 D Nincy Kauerbaurn xs RDisk Keropthorte 
Dead Levis su: D Jongh Lichermmn 1 D Halen Mathews TH 10 R Frank Lanwaberg at D Trent Lor us B Richard Liga os 
D Howsal Mevenbauey ont D Marhara Miksliks wt» D Ga Gonoie Sack 1 R Jabs bkCaia 7 R Muck McConel ey R 
Mixchatl sc D Cayo Memetey-Beman iD Danset Moyninan sv Frank Murkowski 12 R. Don Nickles on R Sum Nuno os D 
aary Moray 2 D Ghahorne Pet i D David Pye 4x D Harry Bob Pachowood 8 R. Larry Prowler sr) R Willies Ken 
Read 12 D Do Ricge ls D Charen Mab v4 D Jay Rockctiler Richard Shelby 21 D Alan Simpron wy R Bel Smich nar Re 
ov Dent Sartuames 60D firm Sascr 195 D Pad Siemon 1s D Pad Arlen Specare rx Ri Ted Seevems ax R seems Tharoond wR 
Wedleone sew D Harris Wflaed ya D Maluler Wallop wy Richa Warner 4 R 


Tiebreaker — Yea — Vice President Al Gore D 
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“Dittos, Rush” 


I'ma finish carpenter by trade. Recently I finished a home for a universi- 
ty professor and his wife, Whenever your radio program was on they'd 
immediately get this pained look, kind of like a baby with a gas bubble. 

At the end of the job | asked the wife where she wanted the bathroom 
fixtures (towel bars, bathroom tissue dispensers, etc.). Big mistake. Invite 
liberals to make a simple decision and they have an uncanny ability to 
turn it into an unsolvable crisis. 

The wife grabbed a tissue dispenser, sat down on the commode lid, and 
commenced to gaze at various heights and locations on the walls. Five 
minutes later she was getting that gas bubble look. “If you're right-handed,” 
she said, “it should go on the left. And if you're left-handed it should go 
on the right.” Fine, I said. Since she and her husband were right- 
handed I would hang it on the left. She protested: “Bur that 
might offend my left-handed friends.” 

“Okay. So I'll hang it on the right.” 

“No, that might offend my right-handed friends. Ir 
really needs to be in the center, straight in front of me.” 

“That wall is over seven feet away, lady — quite a long 
walk under certain circumstances, don’t you think?” 

She did concede the point. When I suggested I hang 
it behind her, right over the tank “so that everybody 
will be equally offended,” the gas bubble 
appeared to double “Look,” I said. 
“Why don't you just let me hang all 
this stuff where I think it should go. 
I'ma Republican, I'm very conserva- 
tye. I listen to Rush Limbaugh every 
day, If anybody is ever offended, you 
can blame it on me.” She smiled. This 
solution gave her instant relief.” 

— Dixon L. ALLEN, SMITHFIELD, UT 
Can you believe this? A liberal sitting on a toilet 
worried that the location of the toilet paper might 
offend someone? You bet I can. 


I confess I hated you at first. But this was because of 
ignorance; [ merely believed what liberals say about you 
(sexist, racist, etc.). My philosophies are hard work, perse- 
verance, persistence, patience — and I once thought con- 
servatism restricts these ideals. When I started listening to 
you and reading The Limbaugh Letter; I real- 
ized this notion was a dismal fallacy: 
Nothing but radical liberalism perpetuac- 
ed by this Administration restricts those 
ideals. 1 was born and raised in another 
country; | am married to an American, | 
work 45 hours a week and attend evening 
school full time. I have faith in the American 
Dream. It is very much alive, and you, 
Rush, keep the flame burning, I look 
forward to being an American citizen 
so that I can help vote Clinton out 
of office 
— STELLA R., CLovis, CA 
Welcome, Stella, to the 
fold. You clearly are 
one who has the 
courage to believe 
the truth. 



















































I moved to Hong Kong in February and intend to sit out “The Occu- 
pation” at the safe (hopefully) distance of 10,000 miles. I desperately miss 
your show but your Letter is proving to be a cherished lifeline. Keep up 
the good work so I have a country to come home to. Incidentally, the top 
tax rate here is 15 percent and the government somehow runs a surplus 
every year. — Scotr JOHNSTON, HONG KONG 
A surplus! How can this be? Just wait until the Chinese communists take over 
later in the decade: you will no doubt be accused of selfishness and greed. 


I just finished the July newsletter and it’s my favorite (I've been a sub- 


scriber for only three months). But I have a confession to make, I phoro- 


copied the Pop Quiz, and I have already given it to four people. Before 
you bring suit against me for copyright infringement, let me add that 
three of the four have since subscribed. The quiz pushed them over 
the edge, and they went ahead and called the 800 number. 
: — LEN W,, BELLEVUE, NEB. 
Well pardon you this time, Len, seeing as how you've brought in a bunch 
of new readers. But if you persist in such ethically suspect behavior, I 
will have to send your subscription card to the White House, 


1 am writing to let you know you have many gay fans. We are 
hard-working, self-motivated, entrepreneurial types who realize 
ir will be our own individual efforts that will make the biggest 
difference in our lives, not some government program. I have 
wanted to write this letter for many months but was afraid, not 
of mainstream America, but of the attacks from the left. I do 

not watch TV and rarely if ever read the liberal press. My only 
exposure to the media is the 15 hours a week of your radio 
show and the 30 minutes a month reading your newslet- 
ter. Enclosed please find my graded Pop Quiz. As 

you can see I received a perfect score. One of the 

reasons I did so well is I have been an unblemished 
petri dish on which your wisdom has fallen. 
—T.C, Houston, TX 
Interesting metaphor... although Tin certain you 
are not comparing my wisdom to bacteria. You are 
correct to be wary of the left, which would relegate 
you — and all other opposition — to the closet. 
Welcome, by the way. 


You have literally changed my life. I was raised 
a conservative, bur until I contracted EIB about 
three years ago, I never understood how strongly I 
felt about these things, because I never understood 
why I believed as I did. You have given me back my 
dad's ideals and for that, there is no way to say 
“thanks.” Most important of all, you have 
enabled me to pass on to my four children 
those beliefs which 1 still feel the 
majority of Americans hold dear. 
Corny, but true. You have cleared my 
head. You have warmed my heart. 
You have made me proud. 
— KATHLEEN BERGERON, 
Mojave, CA 
And you have made me 
proud to have you as & 
member of my audi- 
ence, Kathleen. Thanks. 








Accordinc 


to Me 


From the Limbaugh Institute for Advanced Conservative Studies 





A movement is about to burst forth on the American scene that the 
dominant media culture has no interest in alerting you to. So I will. 


THE COMING REVOLUTION: BLACK CONSERVATIVES 


Ee ARE SO HATEDby the left, so despised, thar it is difficult to con- 
vey the intensity of the vitriol leveled against them. I refer, of course, to 
the brave African American men and women who dare call themselves con- 
servatives. Not only are these folks maligned in the usual way liberals attack 
conservatives (“What gives you the right to breathe?” etc.), but there is an 
added dimension. They are denounced as traitors, Uncle Toms and “inau- 
thentic blacks,” accused of self-hatred and “selling out,” castigated for be- 
traying their race — an indictment designed to wound at the deepest level. 
There 1s a reason they are loathed by the black elite. The “spokesmen” 
and “leaders” of traditional civil rights groups — pampered and 
slathered over by the liberal press — know a direct threat to their 








power when they sce one. Black conservatives are suspi- 
cious of government and critical of historic Democratic 
approaches to solving problems. Black conser- 
vatives talk about personal responsibility and 
self-reliance, focus on fighting crime and 
empowering the individual. These ideas 
instantly connect with the ordinary black 
voter, and the left knows it. 

Black conservatives imperil the 
source of power of the traditional 
black leadership: government pro- 
grams, government funds. As | 
always tell you: Follow the money. 


Liberal 
black leaders 
cannot allow 
conservative 
ideas to spread... 
or their power 

to deliver the 
Democratic 
ra ane) 
evaporates. 


There has been an incestuous 
alliance between the liberal black 
leadership and the Democratic Party for 
decades. The arrangement was a social com- 
pact, of sorts: You fund us, and we, the black 
leadership, will deliver the vote. 

That political arrangement is about to be 
shaken to its core. | know this because I get the calls, 
letters and faxes from my audience. My critics will nor acknowl- 
edge this, bur I have a great many African American listeners. And 
the consistent theme in the communications I receive from them 
is this: suspicion of the traditional black leadership, and a belief that the 
programs the leaders continue to hold up as solutions to urban ills simply 
don’t work. That is why the liberal black leadership cannot allow the ideas 
of conservatism to spread. If that happens, their power to deliver the yore 
for the Democratic Party evaporates. Poof? There goes their clout, their 
fundraiser speeches, newspaper quotes, television appearances, 

Remember Clarence Thomas? Why do you suppose such enormous 
forces rallied against him? Thomas had managed to accomplish so much in 
his own life ouside of the route laid down by liberalism. His personal story, 
moving from humble roots to a position of great authority through his own 
effort, discipline, and public virtue was so powerful that it was necessary to 
impugn precisely what he himself credited as a great strength: his moral life, 

Bur even before the Anita Hill travesty, Thomas was consistently under 
assault — an assault he withstood in good cheer. In a 1987 speech at The 
Heritage Foundation he characterized the left as “claiming thar we were 
against all thas seas good and just and holy, and that we were hell bent on 
returning blacks vw slayery.” The same absurd charges are being made today. 

Recently Rep, Gary Franks (R, CT) called my program. He had been 
barred from Gangressional Black Caucus meetings after the first 30 min- 
utes, Why? ‘Williant Clay (D, MO) wrote Franks to express his “profound 



















disagreement with your legislative record which I believe to be inimical to 
the permanent interests of black folk.” There you have it. Rep. Franks is a 
conservative Republican, and his ideas ated, “I guess 38 to | 
isn't an easy enough fight for them,” said Mr Franks, “They have to make it 


annot be tol: 








38 to zero.” After it was pointed out thar the Black Caucus was censoring 

“the only minority in their group,” as Rep. Franks puc it, and after he hinted 
at legs 
meeting. Now the caucus will have separate Democratic Black Caucus mect- 





action, the leadership reconsidered, allowing him to stay for the full 


ings (withour him) ro talk business 

The strongarm tactics will continue, but they are not working, The 
strength of conservative ideas is too great, and the impact of black conserva- 
tive thinkers like Thomas Sowell, Walter Williams, Shelby Steele, Armstrong 
Williams, Robert Woodson, Tony Brown and many others can no longer be 
denied, Maxine Waters and her ilk will still be quoted and filmed whenever 
a reporter is in search of anger, but the positive message of hope 
and accomplishment held out by conservatives is one already pre- 
sent in mainstream black America 

Nona Brazier, divorced mother of four, was filling out 
a stack of forms at the Department of Social 
and Health Services to go on public assistance 
when it occurred to her, according to a story 


But 

it is in 
the black 
community 
that the cynical 
social experiments 
of liberalism have 
wreaked 
the most 
havoc. 
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in the Seattle Times, “that anyone who could 
get through char could casily draw up 
a business plan.” She through the wel- 
fare forms in the garbage can. It was 
the turning point of her life. She went 
into business, becoming an entrepre- 
neur, She now owns a recycling com- 
pany that employs 40 people. “After 
being in the trenches and working 
hard and seeing the people who 
would help and who was interested,” she 

told the Seastle Times, “an election came up 
and I said, ‘My God, I’m a Republican!” 
Why? She believes “thar all people benefit 
from in individual responsibility and effort, 
which is the hallmark of the Republican Party.” 

Brazier was recently elected chairwoman of the King County, 
Washingron Republican Party. 


















LL ACROSS THE FRUITED PLAIN, in homes and churches, those values 
re melting the icy grip that the Democratic Party has had on the black 
community, The heinous false promises of liberalism are being seen for what 
they are, with their horrific legacy of broken dreams and shattered lives. 
Ordinary black citizens are more and more cognizant of this, for it is in their 
communities thar the cynical social experiments of liberalism have wreaked 
the most havoc. 
Get hold of, if you can, a copy of Destiny magazine, a fantastic conserva- 
tye black publication subtitled “The New Black American Mainstream.” 
It will convince you of something the dominant media culture is trying 
to ignore; that the black community is not monolithic; there is no single 
“black” way of thinking, I'd like co quote from a letter ro the editor they 
published in their June issue: “More blacks listen to Rush Limbaugh than 
1s made public,” writes Ms. Anna Pendleton. “I am one 
of many blacks who listen to him on a regular basis 
Whether anyone likes it or not, millions of black 
Americans are looking for something different than 
what we have been hearing from the civil rights 
crowd... Thank God we are coming out of the closet.” 
Thank God indeed, Ms. Pendleton. 
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Times: “The board voted 6 to 1 on Monday 
night to provide condoms at school health clin- 
ics to student as carly as the fifth grade.” From 
the Indianapolis Star: “The 7th Circuit Court of 
Appeals in Chicago on Tuesday reversed a 1991 
allowing 





decision by an Indiana federal judge 





According to The Wall Street Journal, many 
states require initiating this kind of program 
in kindergarten. Some 70 school districts 
nationally have bought “Learning About Family 
Life” from Rutgers University Press — sex ed 
for five-to-cight-year-olds which includes titles 
like “Uncle Seth Has HIV” and 





effective and benign means of 
transferring knowledge from one 
generation to the next, has been 
transformed into a yast, poisonous 
bureaucratic monstrosity whose 
one consistent national accom- 
plishment appears to be protecting 
children from any exposure to 
morality whatsoever. 

Religion has found itself the 
declared enemy of American 
education. Indeed, “separation 
of church and state,” as interpreted 
by school bureaucrats today, 
means barring the advocacy of 
virtue, modesty, responsibility, 
self-control — the very characteris- 
tics that have defined maturity 
and created stability and produc- 
tivity in human beings for thou- 
sands of years. 








“Learning About Our Genital Parts.” 
From the introduction: “Sexuality is 
a part of daily living, as essential to 
normal functioning as mathematics 
and reading.” 

How in the world did the founders 
of this country’s oldest universities, 
Harvard, Yale, Brown, Penn, think 
they could get away with calling 
themselves normal functioning insti- 
tutes of higher learning without a sex 
curriculum? And how could school- 
houses across the fruired plain dare 
attempt to educate generation after 
generation of young Americans with- 
out the help of “Learning About Our 
Genital Parts”? 


HIS, MY FRIENDS, is bogus. 
You know it. I know ir. It flies 
in the face of common sense. 








“I's almost as if we have been 
conducting an unwitting social 
experiment,” says Bill Bennett. “We're saying, 
‘Let's have children. Let's not teach them the 
right values... and les see how they turn out.” 
And now the results are in.” 


A“ WE SHOCKED when we read thar the 
rate of teen pregnancy has 
nearly doubled in the last rwenty 
years? Or that the teen suicide rate 
has tripled in the last thirty years? 
Or that assaults on teachers are up 
700 percent since 1978? Or that a 
homicide-ridden E. Palo Alto, 
Calif, school is considering provid- 
ing death benefits for students? 

There is something very wrong, 
as I haye said over and over again, 
with a school system thar forbids 
the posting of The Ten Command- 
ments but requires students to put 
condoms on bananas. There is 
something very wrong with a sys- 
tem that bans clergy prayer at grad- 
uation but provides teenagers with 
a sexual “bill of rights,” as hap- 
pened in New York City. “I have 
the right to decide whether to have 
sex and who to haye it with,” the 
pamphlet reads, There is some- 
thing very wrong with a system 
thar installs metal detectors at the school doors 
bur cannot expel dangerous teen chugs roaming 
the halls ar will. 

There is something very wrong with a society 
which can countenance both of the following 
newspaper paragraphs. From The New York 


Gidcon Bibles to be distributed to fifth-grade 
pupils in a Rensselaer public school.” Fifth 
graders are clearly being misinformed by their 
institutions as to which, whether Bible reading 
or sexual promiscuity, constitutes risky behavior. 
Let me quote from the new curriculum 
adopted this year in Irvington, NJ: “When a 





THIS WILL GET 
YoU THROUGH 
LIFE 





1880s EDUCATION 


woman and a man who love each other go to 
bed, they like to hug and kiss. Sometimes, if 
they both want to, the man puts his penis in the 
woman's vagina and thar feels really good for 
both of them...” This, my friends, is directed at 
kindergarten pupils. Four- and five-year-olds. 


Parents want their children to be 
able to read, Write. Understand history. Math, 
Science. Appreciate art and music. Parents 
want their children’s curiosity piqued, their 
analytical and critical abilities stimulared, their 
intellectual faculties broadened. Parents want 
their children to be challenged to compere 
and achieve, to sec their natural talents Hourish. 
They want them to learn real things, 
and be held to high standards that 
will allow them to access opportunity 
in American society. 

To fulfill the social contract, those 
parental desires are precisely the goals 
public education should strive for, 
Bur they are precisely the goals public 
education is turning its back on, 

For in the final decade of twentieth 
century America, it doesn’t matter 
what parents want. Typical of liberal 
arrogance, educational bureaucrats 
believe they know better. They are 
the progressive ones; parents are be 
nighted obstructionists. Parents are 
the barriers to the brave new utopia 
teachers could create, free of human 
foibles, withour them. 

In Free Speech for Me — But Nor 
for Thee, Nat Hentoff, a Village Voice 
writer, describes the bureaucratic 
persecution leveled at nvo religious 
Pennsylvania high school students 
who requested exemption from a book assign- 
ment they found offensive. Their parents 
supported them, 

“With all deference due the parents,” respan- 
ded the school board, “their sensibilities are not 
the full measure of what is proper education.” 
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This attitude, my friends, results in an educa- 
tion so agenda-laden that in a recent Forbes col- 


umn, Thomas Sowell calls it indoctrination: 
“The techniques of brainwashing 

developed in roralitarian countries are 
routinely used in psychological condi- 
tioning programs imposed on American 
schoolchildren. These include emotion- 
al shock and desensitization, psycholog- 
teal isolation from sources of support 
senpping away defenses, manipulative 
cross-examination of the individual's 
underlying moral values, and inducing 
acceprance of alternative values by psy- 
chological rather than rational means 
These techniques intrude into academic 
subjects like history or social studies, as 
well as being pervasive in programs 
such as sex education, death education, 
drug prevention, nuclear education or 
muluculturalism, Shock and desensiti- 
zation procedures range from taking 
children to morgues and funeral homes 
to see and touch dead bodies to pairing 
boys and girls to have conversations 
with each other about sex, showing 
ghascly movies of war, or raw movies 
showing sexual activity or closeups of 
childbirth. Verbal examples include 
classroom discussions of lifeboat dilem- 





failures of the current system are becoming 
so obvious that the Reagan excuse is wearing 
rather thin even among liberals 

And that is why there ts a backlash. A huge 
coalition of parents of every race, creed and 
color in New York City — the bastion of liber- 
alism — rebelled last year against the Cluldren 
of the Rambow “teaching guide” whose reading 


(ONLESS NEW AGE) 
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_ MODERN EDUCATION 








the school district's attorney, told a hearing officer 
whom the school board appointed ro conduct 
the investigation. “The number of F's and D's 
are extraordinary” Mr. Williams ts referring 
to Adele Jones, a Sussex High, II] Math teacher 
who was dismissed because — Iam not 
making this up — she refused to lower her 
academic standards 

By all accounts she ts a superb 
teacher, Her students thought so. 
Her colleagues thought so But she 
committed the sin of flunking those 
who didnt measure up. John Mc- 
Carthy, Jones's principal, calls D's 
and F's “negative grades.” He says 
“My goal is to use positive reinforce- 
ment to improve the self-esteem 
of kids.” 

What pure, unadulterated drivel 
One of Ms. Jones's students sent 
her teacher a note that says it all: 
“'m proud of my 92 average! Why? 
Because I actually earned it. Probably 
it’s the first ume I had to carn a grade.” 
Now chat, Mr McCarthy, 1s se! 
esteem... the old-fashioned way That 
idiotic decision ought to prick this 
principal's conscience for a long time 
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mas, where the limited capacity of the 
boa forces decisions as to who should be left to 
drown. Sometimes children are asked to decide 
whom they would sacrifice among members of 
their own family 


T HOUGH MANY PARENTS are vaguely 
aware that some “fringe” activities may go 
on in their children's schools, few realize how 
egregious the situation is. If you suspect critics 
of public education are a bit paranoid, I chal- 
lenge you to read Sowell’s Inside American 
Education. The truth of the creeping poison of 
liberal ideology will motivate you to become 
more involved in your child’s education. 

Ours is a situation without historical prece- 
dent: the will of the larger society thwarted 
by educational theoreticians who have no solid 
evidence that their programs work, and much 
data that they don't. And yer, these bureaucrats 
have the gall to keep handing us the bill: 
$5,000... $6,000... $7,000 and more per 
student per year... for ignorance. As each 
attempt fails, we the taxpayer are blamed, for 
not spending enough, not caring enough. As 
students face the world with fewer and fewer 
skills, we, and the policies of Ronald Reagan, 
are considered the cause, while the theoreticians 
and their funding demands are over and over 
again held up as the solution. 

Ir’s not going to wash. All across the country, 
small experiments are popping up as chinks in 
the armor of the National Educational Asso- 
ciation, the country’s most powerful Demo- 
cratic lobby. There's the Milwaukee experiment 
with school choice. The November California 
ballot initiative on school choice. The Jersey 
City school voucher proposal. The national 
mood is ripe for educational revolution. The 


list titles include Heather Has Two Mommies, 
Jenmifer Has Two Daddies, Daddy's Roommate; 
Gloria Goes to Gay Pride, and Jenny Lives with 
Eric and Martin. Board President of Queens 
District 24, Mary Cummins, told Chancellor 
Joseph Fernandez: “We are not going to teach 
our children to treat all types of human behay- 
ior as equally safe, wholesome or acceptable.” 
Although castigated by the politically correct 
elite, including the New York Times editorial 
page, the parents won... for now. Fernandez 
is gone. 

Bur the image of parents marching on City 
Hall carrying signs saying: “Teach Children the 
3 R's!" is a poignant reminder of the absurdity 
of the debate. Why should ordinary, law-abid- 
ing citizens have to protest to demand their kids 
be taught the basics? It’s like picketing a super- 
marker: “Sell Food to Us, Now!” That's me 
point of the enterprise. 

But if you should doubr that uke eesti 
bureaucracy has no interest in acadestic sran- 
dards, | want to tell you an absofutgly astatund- 
ing story. I use from the Chicage Ynsbiine, 
Monday, Aug, 2 of this year: “The smoking 
gun in this case is her grades,’ David Williams, 


to come, Because it is he who may be 
guilty. of cheating his students. 


LL OF US CAN remember that one teacher 
who inspired us, the one we so respected., 
the one we may have even been a little afraid of. 
Without exception, I will guarantee you the 
teacher you are thinking of right now expected 
much from you. He or she demanded the highest 
level of performance, required the most effort 
You and your friends loved bellyaching about 
this teacher, how much work he piled on, how 
unreasonable the load. It was a way, actually, of 
measuring your capacity, testing yourself. 
The teachers who make the difference in 
our lives are always those who raise our sights, 
people like Ms. Jones who don't bend the rules. 
Iris only then that the accomplishments are 
real. Only when the standards are high does the 
achievement satisfy. 
Those who hold the bar tall are expressing 
their greatest respect for us: they believe we 
can be better than we ever thought we could 
be. IF it’s easy, it’s not worth doing, If the 
dream comes hard, if you reach for it, strain 
for it, carn it, ic will carry you, my friends. It 
will carry you. 


To subscribe, call 1-800-457-4141 
Liberals: please add a retroactive fairness tax of $12.95 per order — living or deceased. 
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Send requests and appreciation to: 
Pina ry-lurtel Ree MV) 


Other social media coming soon! 


